Follow up Week 2

Dear students,
I got very good quality homework from you, so I was really happy about it. 
These were the things we covered during the session:

1. We checked out the ppt Writing at university (in Week 1 folder), and mentioned some features of academic writing. One was, for example, that you can “play with” citing other writers’ work by using the passive voice: putting the name in front, or leaving the name behind in brackets. 
2. We saw that information content and the text difficulty is connected to the intended audience. I organised 3 articles into a folder in Week 2 for you to see the differences in text difficulty (methodological, empirical and theoretical app. ling. articles)
3. We also mentioned that you can actually use again the essays you submitted to the Doctoral School and publish them in various places: re-write them with a new introduction section to academic journals, also in an easier version in a local educational magazine, you can even upload a video about it, and perhaps also in your native language to appear in your country. This will add to building your own professional identity. Do not waste this material!
4. We talked about several syntactic and lexical features of academic writing. For next time, Karla will tell us about lexical density (just 1 or 2 minutes) and also please, Biber’s multidimensional analysis. Linda and Hannae will inform us about BICS and CALP and its relevance for school-aged children who learn in English. Dedy and Aicha, please check out how many words (word families) we need for university studies. This is connected to word frequency. You will find different results.
5. I showed you two useful corpus linguistic websites which are helpful in self-assessing any text. 
a. Lextutor  
b. Vocabulary Kitchen

6. For homework, please do the following:
a. Do the exercises on the task sheet. (Do not upload, we will discuss.)
b. https://www.lextutor.ca/tests/vst/  Here you can check your own vocabulary size (takes at least 30 minutes!!). (You don’t have to upload your results)
c. https://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/  Here you can upload your own text and see if you reach 12/13/14 % in Academic Words (yellow). The rest of the percentages are not important because they depend on text length. (Again, you don’t have to upload it but you can boast to me about your results next time :)    )
d. https://www.vocabkitchen.com/profile Here you can check the C1 and C2 level words in your text. This again, depends on text length but you should have several words in these ranges. 
e. Upload some of your essays you already submitted to other teachers as an illustration for text features we will talk about. 
f. Students who will tell us about some research should upload a brief outline about what they will say into their own folders.

 
