Follow up Week 3

Dear students,
We had some good presentations about several issues connected to words and syntax.

1. Aicha told us about how many English words are necessary for university. 
a. The literature is divided in this question.This is why: first of all, some researchers measure words separately (friend, friendly, friendship = 3 words), others measure word families (friend, friendly, friendship = 1 word family). Word family measurement is more common but also problematic: students might know ‘friend’ but not ‘friendship’, yet these are asked in the same box, for example in Vocabulary Size Test, in Lextutor.
b. Surely, the core vocabulary is necessary (2000 + 1000 word families) for everyday conversations. This means that we need to teach these words as receptive and productive vocabulary. Teachers should give out tasks and tests to measure speaking and writing, too, not only multiple choice tests.
c. Altogether 5000 word families are enough for watching and enjoying films, reading easy novels (the core vocabulary and the next 2000 most frequent words). This is intermediate level: B1/B2 on the CEFR scale.
d. Word families from 8000- upwards are necessary for university. This means that after teaching the core + 2000 words, general academic words need to be taught. 
2. Karla’s speech on lexical density: content word and function word ratio. Changing sentences to contain more content words will make a text more academic:
You can watch a lot of films, and you can learn a lot from this. (not dense)
Watching films creates knowledge. (very dense, much better)
3. Hanae presented about BICS and CALP. Homework is connected to this:
4. HW. Consider the following questions in a paragraph, and please upload it to your folder:
a. Read a little more about BICS and CALP. Which is the register used for instruction by the teacher and coursebooks, and which is used by school children among each other? Which will be learnt first and which will be learnt later? What consequences can you draw from this:
i. For school teachers who teach their subjects in English?
ii. For test writers, coursebook writers, educational expert policy makers in your country?



