Topics and Tasks Week 10

Instructional discourses: university lectures, seminars, textbooks
Student discourses: literacy practices, undergraduate and postgraduate genres
English language learners’ texts
The AWL and vocabulary profiles
Disciplinary differences
Metadiscourse



According to data collected by Horowitz (1986) from 29 mainly undergraduate courses across 17 departments in a US university context, the most common genres students have to write are summary of/reaction to a reading, annotated bibliography, report on a specified participatory experience, case study, and research project. He also describes connection of theory and data, and synthesis of multiple sources as tasks also frequently required.
A decade later, a survey conducted across various discipline areas from Accounting to Visual Arts in Australian universities (Moore & Morton, 1999) resulted in almost similar findings. The following genres were found the most prevalent: essay (most common with 60% of all tasks), review, literature review, experimental report, case study report, research report, research proposal, and summary. 
Other studies do not use the term genre when they refer to students’ tasks, such as description, summarization, explanation, etc. The terminology is varied in this respect, the terms: tasks, rhetorical functions, abilities or skills are all used when referred to these smaller assignments. In a large-scale survey (Bridgeman & Carlson, 1983) covering 190 university departments in Canada and the USA, for example, when teachers were asked which tasks they perceived as the most typical, both at undergraduate and postgraduate levels, the two most common text types mentioned were description and interpretation of non-verbal input and comparison and contrast plus taking a position. In the Moore and Morton (1999) survey these were evaluation (67%), description (49%), summarization (35%), comparison (35%), and explanation 28(%). 
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The most frequent metadiscoursal nouns (preceded by this) in the Hyland (1998) corpus (based on Swales, 2005, p.10)
	Discipline
	Most frequent metadiscoursal nouns

	Dentistry
	study
	finding
	result
	patient
	process

	Medicine
	study
	group
	difference
	procedure
	technique

	Biology
	result
	observation
	study
	difference
	finding

	Electrical Engineering
	approach
	algorithm
	method
	paper
	technique

	Mechanical Engineering 
	paper
	method
	approach
	type
	figure

	Applied Linguistics
	study
	result
	experiment
	difference
	finding

	Marketing
	study
	paper
	cluster
	approach
	research

	Philosophy
	account
	article
	argument
	conclusion
	claim

	Sociology
	article
	model
	paper
	process
	group

	Physics
	effect
	approach
	behavior
	contribution
	figure



