PPCU - Analysing E. Academic Discourse 					M. Adorjan Week 4
[bookmark: _46r0co2]Topics and tasks
1. Your academic writing experience so far
2. Your plans for communicating your research (in speech and in writing)
3. The research article and the thesis
a. Empirical papers
b. Theoretical papers
c. Other types? (see e.g. in Week 2 sample articles)
d. Typical sections 
e. Paltridge (2002) 
i. (A)IMRaD “traditional simple” 
ii. “traditional complex” 
iii. “topic-based”  
iv. “compilation of research articles” (Table 15.1, p. 285)

f. Swales ’ (1990) Create a research space (CARS) model; moves and steps
i. (1) “ Establishing a territory, ” 
ii. (2) “ Establishing a niche, ” and 
iii. (3) “ Occupying the niche”
4. 
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HW
In the introduction:

thesis statement,
definition,
methodology, 
interesting opening sentence, 
background information, 
outline of sections
limitations, 
quotation, 
interesting data, 
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from Sowton, C. (2012). 50 steps to improving your academic writing. Reading: Garnet Education.



HW
Identify which part of a research paper the following phrases came from. Write
one of the following letters at the end of each line: 
(I) = Introduction, (M) = Materials and methods, (R) = Results, or (D) = Discussion (remembering that in the AIBC structure some of these functions may appear under different headings).

Example: It is very likely that… because… (D)
… yielded a total of … ( )
The aim of the work described … ( )
… was used to calculate … ( )
There have been few long-term studies of … ( )
The vertical distribution of … was determined by… ( )
This may be explained by… ( )
Analysis was carried out using… ( )
… was highly correlated with… ( )



the hourglass diagram
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http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
[bookmark: _elj1wexto4m6]Theoretical Influences
The Academic Phrasebank largely draws on an approach to analysing academic texts originally pioneered by John Swales in the 1980s. Utilising a genre analysis approach to identify rhetorical patterns in the introductions to research articles, Swales defined a ‘move’ as a section of text that serves a specific communicative function (Swales, 1981,1990). This unit of rhetorical analysis is used as one of the main organising sub-categories of the Academic Phrasebank. Swales not only identified commonly-used moves in article introductions, but he was interested in showing the kind of language which was used to achieve the communicative purpose of each move. Much of this language was phraseological in nature.
The resource also draws upon psycholinguistic insights into how language is learnt and produced. It is now accepted that much of the language we use is phraseological in nature; that it is acquired, stored and retrieved as pre-formulated constructions (Bolinger, 1976; Pawley and Syder, 1983). These insights began to be supported empirically as computer technology permitted the identification of recurrent phraseological patterns in very large corpora of spoken and written English using specialised software (e.g. Sinclair, 1991).  Phrasebank recognises that there is an important phraseological dimension to academic language and attempts to make examples of this explicit.
[bookmark: _ulchucta8jzm]HW
[bookmark: _132u2lo0yc5k]When is it acceptable to reuse phrases in academic writing?
http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/about-academic-phrasebank/
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Strategic (and acceptable!) language re-use: sentence templates
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Cargill, M., & O’Connor, P. (2009). Writing scientific articles: Strategies and steps. Wiley. p. 125-126. 
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Move 1 Establishing a territory
Step 1 Claiming centrality
and/or
Siep 2 Making topc generlzaion()
and/or
Step 3 Reviewing items of previous research.

Move 2 Establishing a niche
Step 1A Counter claiming
or
Step 1B Indicating a gap
or
Step 1C Question-raising

or
Step 1D Continuing a tradition.

Move 3 Occupying a niche
Step 1A Outlining purposes
or

Step 1B Announcing present research
Step2  Announcing principle findings
Step 3 Indicating RA structure
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As part of a long-term research effort aimed at establishing a sustainable rainfed
farming system in the semi-arid and sub-humid regions of northwest China, this
paper presents a detailed study on the water use patterns and agronomic performance
forsome cropping systems with and without fallow crops ina semi-arid environment.
“The objectives of this study were to: (1) determine the grain and aboveground
biomass production and water-use efficiency of individual crops grown in the
rotation; (2) analyze the seasonal and inter-annual patterns of soil water storage and
uilization as well as water stress for the four major rotation crops such as winter
wheat, com, potato and millet; (3) determine the grain and aboveground biomass
production and water-use efficiency for different rotation systems and evaluate the
capacities of the rotation systems with and without fallow crops to utilize soil water
storage in conjunction with seasonal precipitation; (4) establish whether the
introduction of fallow crops into the wheat monoculture significantly influcnces
the quantity of water stored in the soil that will be used by the subscquent wheat
crop; and (5) discuss the characteristics of soil conservation for different
rotation systems.
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If we cross out all the noun phrases that relate just to this particular study, what
remains is a series of frameworks that we call senrence templates.
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“The frameworks or templates would look like this (NP = noun phrase).
As part of a long-term rescarch cffort aimed a [NP1], this paper presents [NP2]. The
objectives of this study were to: (1) determine [NP3]; 2) analyze [NP4]; (3) determine

[NP5] and evaluate [NPG]; (4) establish whether [NP7] significantly influences
[NP8]; and (5) discuss [NP9)].




image5.jpg
Of course, il heses have
Abstract < sectons sunasatte

page, table of contents, st

of figures and, somefimes,

Introduction an acknowledgments page
‘which precede the main
sections of the thesks.

Methods

In some disciplines, the

e fesulls and discussion
section are combined

within the one chapter.

S
Al theses have a biblio-

5 araphy of reference fist
Conclusion [~—— following the conclusion.

‘They may also have an
appendix.




image1.jpg
Abstract

Introduction chapter

Body chapter 1
topic + subtopic

Body chapter 2:
topic + subtoplc

Body chapter 3:
topic + subtopic

Body chapter 4
topic + subtopic

Concluding chapter

This chapter may actas an
introduction but t may be
“ given some omer e

Each chapter has an
«—— introduction and conclusion
and s clearly inked 1o other
chapters of the thesis

T Eacn chapter may deal
wih a diferent topic and
arange of sub-topics

\mmaue-mnnemven

ftles that indicate their
content of role in the
thesis.

\Thsdlametmzyadasa

conciusion but it may be

given some other ftle.




image4.jpg
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(a) The whole structure is govemed by the
Results box; everything in the article must
relate to and be connected with the data and
analysis presented in the Resuts section.

(0) (1) The Introduction begins with a broad

focus. The starting point you select for your
Introduction shouid be one that atiracts the
lively interest of the audience you are aiming
to address: the international readers of your
target journal.

(3) The Introduction ends with a focus exactly
paralel to that of the Results; often this is a
Statement of the aim or purpose of the work

(¢) Methods. presented in the paper, or its principal findings

or activiy.

(2) Between these two points, background
information and previous work are woven
together to logically connect the relevant
problem with the approach taken in the work

(2) Results 10 be presented to address the problem.

(¢) The Methods section, or its equivalent,
estabishes credibiiy for the Resuts by

-- showing how they were obtained.

(@) The Discussion begins with the same
breadth of focus as the Results —but it ends
at the same breadth as the starting point
of the Introduction. By the end, the paper
s addressing the broader issues that you
raised at the star, to show how your work is
important in the *bigger picture.”

(d) Discussion





